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Go on... you deserve it 
after the year you’ve had

RUN TO
THE SUN
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THE SAFARI 
SERIES, Kenya
If remote is what you’re after, The 
Safari Series comprises six tents 
spread out across a 50,000-acre 

private conservatory in the Lolldaiga 
Hills in northern Kenya. You’re unlikely to 
see another car during your stay, though 
you will be neighbours with elephants, 
zebras and buffalos, who frequent the 
small dam that sits beside the bedroom 
tents. On safaris - which take place in 
restored classic Land Rovers, either self-
driven or with a guide – you may chance 
upon roaming lions, leopards, giraffes 
and cheetahs. As well as marvelling at 
the animals, it’s a chance to soak up the 
area’s beautiful vistas, from cedar forests 
and lakes to views of Mount Kenya. 
BOOK IT: From $380 per person. 
safari-series.com

3
DUMATAU 
WILDERNESS 
SAFARI, Botswana
Animal lovers can get well and 
truly stuck in with a stay at 

Wilderness Safaris’ DumaTau Camp, where 
guests can immerse themselves deep 
in the Linyanti Wildlife Reserve. Sharing 
a home with one of the world’s largest 
herds of elephants, as well as many other 
animal species, DumaTau has eight tented 
suites with private plunge pools and an 
onsite spa. But the main attraction is the 
opportunity to experience close-up wildlife 
encounters. Take the breakfast barge out 
to see sleeping hippos, spend afternoons 
watching elephants splash across the 
Linyanti River and celebrate the night with 
sundowners on the floating fire pit.
BOOK IT: Doubles from $1,419 per 
person. wilderness-safaris.com
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LITTLE KULALA, 
Namibia
Reopened in 2020 with a 100 per 
cent solar energy system, this is 
the perfect place from which to 

enjoy the splendour of the Namib Desert, 
the oldest in the world. The Big Daddy 
sand dune is the highest in the Sossusvlei 
region and is perfect for trekking. Each 
of the 11 suites comes with a ‘star bed’ 
experience on the deck, and romantic 
rooftop dinners and star gazing. Activities 
include drives to dunes, guided nature 
trails, quad bike or fat-bike rides in the 
desert, stargazing, sunrise breakfasts, 
gin stops and sundowners. Why not 
round off your trip hot air ballooning 
over the dunes?
BOOK IT: Doubles from £511.
wilderness-safaris.com

5
ANANTARA, Seychelles
Swap chapped elbows 
for sunkissed shoulders at 
newly opened Anantara 
Maia Seychelles Villas. The 

architecture blends seamlessly into the 
landscape so that from the moment 
your feet touch the sand you’re deeply 
immersed in tropical paradise (with a 
little help from meandering gardens 
designed by Bill Bensley). All of the 
30 private villas come with rainforest 
showers, oversized day beds, your 
own host and access to scuba diving, 
watersports and the open-air Anantara 
spa. The divine Anse Louis beach, with 
its calming cobalt waves, and tropical 
garden walkways are always in view.
BOOK IT: Villas from ¤2,550, all-inclusive. 
anantara.com
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JOALI BEING, Maldives
For something new check out 
Joali Maldives, which is launching 
a new nature immersive wellbeing 
retreat, Joali Being, on its very 

own island near by (Bodufushi Island). 
It will be the Maldives’ first pure health 
retreat and will offer a mix of integrated 
wellness programmes (and a healthy 
dose of sunshine, of course). The retreat 
has been built using vastu shastra
principles, an ancient Indian system of 
architecture and design that integrates 
nature, aiming to achieve harmony 
by eliminating negative energy and 
enhancing the island’s positive energies.
BOOK IT: From $2,142 for an Ocean 
Pool Villa, B&B. Immersion programmes 
start from $1,665 per person for five-
nights. joali.com

7
BAWAH RESERVE, 
Indonesia
For postcard-perfect bliss, look 
no further than Bawah Reserve. 
A remote tropical paradise 

in the Anambas archipelago, Bawah 
was previously an uninhabited marine 
conservation area adorned with turquoise 
lagoons and unspoilt coral reefs. Today 
it is an officially protected marine area 
that invites guests to appreciate its 
natural beauty. The reserve is packed 
with activities, from diving and marine 
conservation to permaculture tours and 
beach games. Spend the evening dining 
in the treetops of the rainforest, watching 
a film by the infinity pool or stargazing 
with loved ones.
BOOK IT: Doubles from $1,780 per 
person, full-board. bawahreserve.com

8
AERIAL BVI, 
British Virgin Islands
‘Purposeful luxury’ is the ethos 
behind new private island 
destination Aerial BVI. And this 

purpose in particular is wellness, with 
guests encouraged to grow and heal 
from the inside out. The resort is set 
over 43 acres on Buck Island, sleeping 
30 guests in five residences. Visitors 
can try a range of bespoke activities 
designed to enhance mind, body and 
soul, including environmental healing, red 
light therapies, acupuncture, hikes, yoga 
and ocean water therapy. World-class 
nutritionist chefs, wellness consultants 
and spa therapists are also on hand
to guide you throughout your stay. 
BOOK IT: From $40,000 per night all-
inclusive, four nights min. aerialbvi.com

9
CASTARA RETREATS, 
Tobago
The sparsely populated younger 
sibling to Trinidad, Tobago is often 
described as the unspoilt part 

of the Caribbean, characterised by quiet 
palm-lined beaches and lush rainforest. 
Nestled on a hillside on the edge of a 
friendly fishing village,  17 eco-conscious 
treehouses melt seamlessly into this 
landscape. Slip into the laid-back rhythms 
of village life with morning yoga classes, 
waterfall swims, beach strolls and sunset 
beers in hammocks – plus fish caught daily 
at open-air restaurant Caribbean Kitchen. 
You’ll be joined by an abundance of 
wildlife: pelicans, dolphins, hummingbirds 
and – come twilight – glowing fireflies. 
BOOK IT: Doubles from £165. 
castararetreats.com A
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ONE&ONLY LE SAINT 
GÉRAN, Mauritius
The very first five-star hotel in 
Mauritius, but still unmatched 
by newcomers to the island, 

One&Only Le Saint Géran is the 
perfect spot for soaking up some 
much-needed winter sun. Positioned 
on its own private peninsula, the resort 
encompasses the stunning waters of 
a sheltered lagoon and the sparkling 
ocean itself. Lined by kilometres of 
pristine sands with coral reefs on one 
side and tropical flora on the other, this 
breathtaking resort doesn’t disappoint. 
And from Lagoon Rooms with 
mountain views to villas with private 
terraces and infinity pools, there’s 
accommodation for everyone.
BOOK IT: Doubles from ¤820 B&B, 
oneandonlyresorts.com
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